
Washington Update January 11, 2019 

Dear Colleagues: 

I had hoped to have good news today and report that the government shutdown was over….but 
alas…it drags on.  I’m hoping for good news next week.   

1. The Government Shutdown Set to Become the Longest in History 

If the partial government shutdown persists through tomorrow, which looks to be 
inevitable, it will become the longest shutdown in American history.  Today it is tied for 
second place, at 21 days, with President Clinton’s 1995 shutdown.  Tomorrow, for the 
first time, affected federal workers will not receive their paychecks, despite many being 
required to work anyway.  Needless to say, Washington is a bit of a ghost town with 
museums shuttered and multiple federal buildings closed.  Federal workers and their 
families are suffering around the country with mortgages due, groceries to be bought and 
the future unknown.  

The politics of this debacle do not look promising.  With the newly in-charge Democrats 
in the House, led by Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), the standoff seems unending.  
President Trump has said “no wall, no deal” and Speaker Pelosi has responded with “no 
wall.”  At this point Pres. Trump appears to be planning to move funds from other 
agencies to build the border wall with Mexico and then sign the appropriations bills 
which would open the government.  But who knows?   

I was particularly heartened to hear Sen. Lamar Alexander’s (R-TN) comments on this 
topic:  “A government shutdown is always the wrong thing to do.”  Sen. Alexander will 
be missed when he retires in 2020.   The “Christmas miracle” that resulted in the 2015 
Every Student Succeeds Act – the last significant bipartisan reauthorization in education 
that we had – is a real feather in his cap, and that of Sen. Patty Murray (D-WA).   I’m a 
fan of old school legislators who are in it for a result at the end of the day! It’s called 
progress, not perfection! (And for the record, I don’t love ESSA – but it beats NCLB!)  

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/02/us/whats-affected-government-shutdown.html 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/01/09/us/politics/longest-government-
shutdown.html 

 

2. Department of Education Set to Begin Negotiated Rulemaking on Higher Education 
– including TEACH Grants 

The Department of Education has announced members of a negotiated rule making 
committee on the Higher Education Act.  Members of the group will meet for three 



sessions in January, February and March with the goal of coming to consensus on a range 
of issues in higher education resulting in new regulations.  The Department says the goal 
of the rule making is to scale back and simplify higher education regulations on colleges 
and accreditors which impede innovation.  Many of the Department’s regulatory 
proposals are also intended to scale back Obama era regulations.  Areas to be addressed 
include the role of accreditors, new protections for religious colleges, ease of restrictions 
on alternative education providers, definitions of distance education and credit hour and 
student financial aid provisions.    

The negotiated rulemaking committee also includes three subcommittees, including one 
on TEACH grants.  While members of the subcommittees will not be members of the full 
committee with voting authority, they will offer recommendations to the full committee.  
One member of the TEACH Subcommittee is the American Association of Colleges of 
Teacher Education’s (AACTE’s) Senior Director,  Government Affairs, Deborah 
Koolbeck.  Others include teacher education leaders in higher education:  Willis Walter 
of Virginia State University and David Cantaffa of the State University of New York.  

The Department’s website (below) has a volume of information about this negotiated 
rulemaking, including the Department’s proposal for new provisions in new regulations.  
If the negotiators cannot come to agreement on a new proposal (as happened with the 
failed negotiated rulemaking committee on the teacher preparation regulations), the 
Department is free to develop whatever regulations it likes; however, they are required to 
have a public comment period.   

https://www2.ed.gov/policy/highered/reg/hearulemaking/2018/index.html 

https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/education-
postsecondary/news/2019/01/09/464891/risks-betsy-devos-rethink-higher-education/ 

3.  Senate Announces New Committee Memberships for the 116th Congress 

The Senate has announced new memberships for its committees.  Of key importance to 
educators are the Appropriations and HELP Committees.   The members of the 
Appropriations Committee are unchanged since 2018.  There are changes on the Senate 
HELP Committee however.  Senators Bennet (D-CO) and Sen. Young (R-IN) are not 
returning; Senators Braun (R-IN), Rosen (D-NV) and Romney (R-UT) are new to the 
Committee.   This will be the last two years for Sen. Alexander (R-TN) to serve as chair 
of the Committee, as he has announced  that he will not seek reelection in 2020. The full 
HELP Committee membership for 2019 is as follows:  

Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP) -- 2019 

Republicans Democrats 



Alexander (TN), Chair Murray (WA), Ranking Member 
Enzi (WY)  Sanders (VT) 
Burr (NC) Casey (PA) 
Isakson (GA) Baldwin (WI) 
Paul (KY) Murphy (CT) 
Collins (ME) Warren (MA) 
Cassidy (LA) Kaine (VA) 
Roberts (KS) Hassan (NH) 
Murkowski (AK) Smith (MN) 
T. Scott (SC) Jones (AL) 
Romney (UT) Rosen (NV) 
Braun (IN)  

 

4.  New Resources for Educators 

• The Gates Foundation has announced a $10 million investment in professional 
development for teachers:  
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2019/01/07/gates-giving-millions-to-train-
teachers-on.html 

 

• The Council of Chief State School Officers has issued a new report with 
recommendations on how states can increase the diversity of their teacher workforce 
and support current teachers in teaching students from different cultural backgrounds 
https://ccsso.org/resource-library/vision-and-guidance-diverse-and-learner-ready-
teacher-workforce 

• The Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights along with 119 state and 
national education and civil rights groups sent a letter to the Departments of 
Education and Justice urging agency heads to “vigorously enforce our civil rights 
laws and respond to racial discrimination and school discipline.  
https://civilrights.org/letter-to-ed-and-doj-opposition-to-rescission-of-joint-school-
discipline-guidance-package/ 

 
• Ed Week has published an article asserting that Special Education is broken:  

https://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2019/01/09/special-education-is-broken.html 
 

• Ed Week has published Rick Hess’s annual ranking of scholars with public 
influence:  



http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/rick_hess_straight_up/2019/01/the_2019_rhsu_edu-
scholar_public_influence_rankings.html 

 
 
Wishing you an end to the government shutdown and a great weekend! 

See you on twitter @janewestdc 

Best, 

Jane 


